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TO 1 HI 


ASSOCI A RSED 


Proteſtant Diſſenting Mini ſters, 


EY. 


CouNnT1zs of Mor folł and Suffolk, 
Particularly 


Tuosz with whom the AuTHoR had an In- 
terview at Denton, June the zoth, 1741. 


/ 


GENTLEMEN, 


My Reverend Fa THERS and BRETHREN, 
and much eſteemed FRIENDS, 


H E condeſcending Reſpect, and endeared Affection, 
with which you were pleaſed to recerve me, in my 
late Vifit to your Parts, and the very great Satiſ- 
faction which I found in your Company at Denton, and 
elſewhere, have left a very delightful Memorial on my 
Heart, and have impreſſed thoſe unfeigned Sentiments of 
Gratitude and Efteem, which it would be painful to ſup- 
preſs. Moſt gladly therefore do J take this Method, 
i a few Words, publickly to avow them : And I fecerely 
congratulate the happy Societies, reſpettively under your 
Care, who fatedly enjoy the Benefit of thoſe — La- Il 
ours, 1. 


i 
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bours,” a little T, ajte of which gave me an exquiſite Plea- 


fure, beyond what it is poſſible for me fully to expreſs. 


Nevertheleſs, deſirous as I am of erefting ſome little 
Monument of thankful Friendſhip, I ſhould not bade at. 


tempted it by inſcribing this plain Sermon to you ; unleſs 


the Subject of it had bern ſuch, as peculiarly ſuited Jour 
Peruſal; and, if I may be permitted to ſay it, amid 
all its Imperfections, your Patronage too, 


No doubt, many of you, Gentlemen, remember, that 
after the Public Worſhip at Denton was over, on that 
memorable Day, which I ſhall akways number among the 
moſt delizhiful of my whole Life, you were pleaſed, 16- 
ward the Evening, to indulve me in the Liberty of 4 
Private Conference, in which, I laid before you ſome 
H nts of a Scheme, which I was then forming for tle 


Revival of Religion in ou, Parts; a Scheme, which 


you were pleaſed, in the general, to approve, and, in ſe- 
veral Particulars, to ripen, by your prudent and valua- 
ble Counſels. 

Greatly encouraged by the Sanction which your Con- 
currence gave to the Plan; and alſo by that @which it 
received from the Approbation of ſeme of the maoſt emi- 
nent of the London Miniſters, of different Denomina- 
tions, to whom I had an Opportunity of communicating 
it on my Return Home; I propoſed it in general to my 
Reverend and worthy Brethren in theſe Parts, at 4 
Meeting of Miniſters, which wwas held here at North- 
ampton, about. the Middle of Auguſt. - The Propo- 
ſals were, in the general, very well rectived; and it Was 
agreed to take them into a more particular Conſiaeralicn 
in a Conference at our next Aſſembly, to be held at 
Kettering, on Thurſday, be 15th of October. 

To that Conference, Gentlemen, the Sermon with 
which I now preſent you, wwas introduttory 3 and the Re. 
fult of it was, that the Heads of the Scheme I has 


concerted with you at Denton, with a few other 0 
ticulars 


R,, 
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ticulars which had not then occurred to my Thoughts, were 
unanimouſly approved; and we are taking proper Mzaſures 
for carrying them into Execution. Aud, as this Diſcourſe 
may fall into the Hands of ſome, «who may te curious to 
hot wwhot the Particulars were; and as I bore them 
fo frequently in my Thoughts, through many Poſeges of 
my Sermon I ſhall take the Freecom here to give an A. 
count of them, though, I doubt not, but the miſt mate- 
rial of them are freſh in your Memories. 


It ſeemed moſt agreeable to the D ference due to the 
Reverend Aſſembly, 10 proprſe the Scheme in the Ferm 
of Queries; on hi, ihe following Relolutions were 
formed, Nemine contradicente, 


I, That it may tend to the Advancement of Reli- 
gion, that the Miniſters of this Aſſociation, if they 
have not very lately done it, ſhould agree to preach one 
Lurd' - Day on Family Religion, and another on Sccret 
Prayer; and that the Time ſhould be fixed, in kunible 
Hope that concurrent Labours, connected with concurrent 
Petitions to the Throne of Grace, might produce ſome 


happy Effet. 


I. That it is proper, that Paſtoral Viſiting ſhould 
be more ſolemnly attended to; and that greater Care 
ſhould be taken in Perſonal Inſpection, than bas gene- 
rally been uſed. And that it may conduce to this good 
End, that each Miniſter ſhould take an Exact Survey 
of bis Flock, and note down the Names of the Heads of 
Families, the Children, the Servants, and other fingie 
Perſons in bis Auditory, in order to keep proper Memo- 
randums concerning each; that he may judge the better 
of the Particulars of his Duty with Regard to every one, 
and may obſerve how- his Viſits, Exhortations, and Ad- 


montions, correſpond to their reſpective Characters and 
Circumſtances, 
HT, That 
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TIT. That conſequent on this Survey, it will be proper, 
as ſoon as poſſible, and henceforward at leaſt once a 
Year, 1 viſit, if it be prafticable, every Head of a 
Family under our Miniſterial Care, with a ſolemn 
Charge to attend to the Buſineſs of Religion, in their 
Hearts, aud Houſes, watching over their Domeſticks 
in the Fear of the Lord, We, at the ſame Time, pro- 
feſſmg our Readineſs to give them all proper Alſiſtances fi- 
this Purpoſe. 


IV. That it will be highly expedient, immediately, or as 
ſoon as may be, to ſet up the Work of Catechiſing in 
| one Form or another, and to keep to it ſtatedly for one 
| half of the Year at leaſt : And that it is probable, fu- 
|| ture Counſels may ripen ſome Scheme for carrying on 
| this Work, in a Manner which may tend greatly to the 
ll Propagation of real, vital, 2 Chriſtianity, n 
. the riſing Generation. 


| g V. That there is Reaſon to apprehend, there are, in al 
li our Congregations, ſome pious and valuable Perſons, 
| who live in a culpable Neglect of the Lord*s-Supper ; 
l} and that it is our Duty, particularly to inform ourſelves 
who they are, and to endeavour, by cur Prayers to GOD, 
and our ſerious Addreſſes to them, to introduce them into 
Communion 3 (o which, I queſtion not, we ſhall all 
© willingly add,) cautiouſly guarding againſt am Thing in ile 
Methods of Admiſſion, which may juſtly diſcourage 
| ſincere Chriſtians of a tender and timorous Temper. 


= VI. That it 1s to be feared, there are ſome, in ſeveral 
Mg of our Communions at leaſt, who behave in ſuch a 
| Manner as to give juſt Offence ; and that we may bt 
; in great Danger of making our ſelves Partakers of other 
Mens Sins, F we do not animadvert upon them : 
And that if they will not reform, or if the Crime be no. 
tor ions, 


— — —— 
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torious, we ought, in Duty to GO D, and to them, and 
9 all around us, ſolemnly to cut them off from our 


Sacramental Communion, as 4 Reproach to the 
Church of Chriſt, 


VII. That it may, on mam Accounts, be proper 10 
adviſe our People, to enter into little Bands, or Societies, 
far 1 Diſcourſe and Prayer; each conſſſting of 
Six or Eight, to meet for theſe good Purpoſes once in 
a Week, or a Fortnight, as /may beſt ſuit with their 
other Engazements and Aﬀairs, 


VIIT. That it might be adviſeable, if it can be dont, 
to ſclect out of each Congregation under our Care, a 
ſmall Number of Perſons, remarkable for experienced 
Prudence, Seriouſneſs, Humility, and Zeal, to aft as a 
Stated Council for promoting Religion in the ſaid Soci- 
ety.: And that it would be proper, ow, ſhould have ſome 
certain Times of meeting, with each other, and with 
the Miniſter, to join their Counſels, and their Prayers 
for the Publick Good, / 


IX. That ſo far as wwe can judge, it might, by the Di- 
dine Bleſſmg, conduce to the Advancement of theſe valua- 
ble Ends, that neighbouring Miniſters, in one Pare 
of our Land and another, (eſpecially in this Country, ) 
ſhould enter into Aſſociations, to ſtrengtben the Hands of 
each other by united Conſultations and Prayer : And that 
Meetings of Miniſters' might, by ſome obvious Regula- 
tions, be made more extenſtvely uſeful than they often are: 
In which View it was farther propoſed, (with unani- 
mous Approbation, ) That theſe Meetings ſhould be held at 
certain Periodical Times :-----That each Member of 
the Aſſociation ſhould endeavour (if poſſible) to be pre- 
ſent, ſtudying to order his Affairs ſo, as to guard againſt 
unneceſſary — :---That Publick Worſhip ſhould 
begin and end ſooner, "_ it commonly has ae 
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ſe Occaſions :-That each Paſtor preach at theſe Af. 
Ent in bis Turn : --That the Miniſter of the Place 
termine who ſpall be employed in Prayer : —That after 

a moderate Repaſt, to be managed with as little Trouble 
and Expence as may be, an Hour or Two in the Af 
 ternoon be ſpent in Religious Conference and Prayer, 
and in taking into Conſideration (merely as a friendly Coun- 
al, and without the leaſt Pretence to any Right of autho- 
ritatrve Deciſion,) the Concerns of any Brother, or any 
Society, which may be brought before us for our Advice : 
= nd foially, that every Member of this Aſſociation 
ſhall confider it as an additional Obligation upon bim, 10 
endeavour ta &, oo for as be juſtly and honourably can, a 
Friend and Guardian 1 the Reputation, Comfort, and 
Uſefulneſs of all his Brethren in tbe Chriſtian Mini- 
ſtry, near or remote, of whatever Party and Dene- 


X. That it niay be proper to enter into ſome farther 
Meaſures, 10 regulate the Admiſſion of Young Per- 
ſons into the Miniftry,—The Particulars here were re- 
ferred to farther Conſideration : But, fo far as J can 
Judge, the Plan propoſed will be 2 nearly this :---That 
F any Student, within the ( 5 of this Aſſociati- 
on, V to be admitted as a Preacher, be apply to 
the Miniſters at One of their Periodical: Meetings; 
when, if they be in the, general ſatisfied, that be is 4 Per- 
fon of a fair Character, n Sacramental Communion 
vith a Chriſtian Society, and one who has gone thro! 
a regular Courſe of Preparatory Studies, they will 
appoint Three of their Number, 10 examine more par- 
ticularly into his Acquaintance with, and Senſe of the 
great Doctrines of Chriſtianity, as delivered in the 
Scripture, and into the Progreſs be bas made in Lite- 
rature, the Views with which be profeſſes to undertake 
ie Miniſtry, and in general, his AptneB to teach: 
„ 
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Theological Theſis be exhibited in Latin, and u pop: 
lar Sermon, compoſed by the Candidate, be ſubmitted 
zo the Peruſal of the Examiners : That if they, in their 
Conſciences believe, be is fit to be employed in the Chri- 
ſtian Miniſtry, he give him a Certificate of that Ap- 
probation, which he may be defired to produce at the next 
General Meeting, that his Teſtimonials may bs ſign- 
ed by all the aſſociated Miniſters preſent, and He fo- 
mm recommended to GOD by Prayer. 


Thus, Gentlemen, you have a View of the Scheme, 
as it now lies before us, and as every Article, except 
the laſt, (nat yet confidered among us,) was approved 
gt Kettering, at the Time above-mentioned. I will 
tate Leave to add One Particular more, which has 
fince occurred to my Thoughts, and which I here fubmit 
to your Confideration, and to that of my other Re- 
verend Brethren, into auhoſe Hands this may fall, e/pe- 
cially thoſe of our own Aſſociation. 14 


' XT. Qu. Whether fomething might not be done, in 
mob of 75 Cn Wen in the 
Propagation of Chriſtianity Abroad, and ing 
it in ſome of the darker Parts of our own Land? I: 
Purjuance of which it is furthe Ker That we en- 
| deauour to engage as many pious People of our reſpetiiue 
Congregations as we can, to enter tbemſelves into a 
Society, in which the Members may engage themſelves 
to fome peculiar Cares, Aſſemblies, and Contributi- 
ons, with @ Regard 10 this great End. I will not fevell 
this Dedication with the Particulars of that Scheme, 
which has been formed to this Purpoſe ; but rather chuſe 
to inſert at the Bottom of the Page a Copy of fuch an 
Aſſociation, <vhich 1 am 2 10 introduce among 
my own People, and which ſeveral have already ſign- 
ed, Tis a feeble Eſſay ; and the Effetts of it in one 
Congregation can be but very ſmall: But if it were 

> @ A gene- 
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generally 10 be followed, .who can tell what a Harveſt 
fach a little Grain might at length produce? May GOD 
multiply it a thouſand-fold ! * 
. . Excuſe 


* WE whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, being moved, as we hope 
and truſt, by a real Concern for the Propagation of the Kingdom 
of Chrift in the World, have determined to form our ſelves into 
@ Society for that End, on the following Terms, 

I. That we purpoſe, as Gop fhall enable us, to be daihj put- 
ting up ſome earneſt Petitions to the Throne of Grace, for the 
Adwvancement of the Goſpel in the World. and for the Succeſs of 
all the Faithful Servants of Chrift, who are engaged in the 
Work of it, eſpecially among the Heathen Nations. 

II. That we will a/2mble at leaſt Four Times a Year, in our 
Place. of Publick Worſhip, at ſuch Seaſons as ſhall by mutual 
Conſent be appointed, to ſpend ſome Time in Solemn Prayer to- 
gether on this important Account : And we hereby engage, that 
we will each of us, if we conveniently can, attend at ſuch Meet- 
ings ; unleſs ſuch Circumſtances happen, as to lead us in our 
own Conſciences to conclude, that it will be more acceptable in 
the Sight of Gop, that we ſhould be employed in ſome other 
Buſineſs elſewhere. | 

III. We do hereby expreſs our Deſire, that ſome Time ma 
be then ſpent, if Gop give an Opportunity, in reviewing thol 
Promiſes of Scripture, which relate to the Eftablifhment of our 
Redeemer's Kingdom in the World ; that our Faith may be ſup- 
— and our Prayers quickned, by the Contemplation of 

em. 

IV. It is alſo our Deſire, that whatever important nforma- 
tions, relating to the Progreſs of the Goſpel, be received from the 
various. Parts of this Kingdom, or from foreign Lands, by any 

Members of the Society, they may be communicated to us at our 
General Quarterly Meetings: And the reſt of us make it our 
Requeſt to our Miniſter, that he will, where he can with Con- 
venience do it, keep up ſuch Correſpondences ; that we may be 
more capable of judging, how far Go p anfwers our Prayers, 
and #boſe of his other Servants, in this Regard. | 
V. We farther engage, that on theſe Days of General Meet- 
ing, every one of us will, as Gon ſhall be pleaſed to proſper 
us, contribute Something, be it ever ſo little, towards the car- 
prying on of this pious ' Deſign 3 which ſhall be lodged in the 
Hands of a Treaſurer, to be choſen at the Firſt Meeting, to be 
fi/pafed of by him, and Four other. Truſtees, then alſo to be ap- 


pointed, 
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— : 


| Excuſe me, my Reverend and Dear Brethren, that I 
have detained you ſo long with theſe various Particulars 

and permit me to conclude this Addreſs, with beſeech- 
ing you to join with me in humble Prayer to Him, who 
knows the fmcereRegard to the Temporal and Eternal Hap- 
pineſs of his Creatures, by which the plain Things of this 
Dedication and Sermon are diftated, that He may ho- 
nour both with his Bleſſmg. F any Parts of the 
Scheme here laid before you, have not indeed that Subſer- 
diency to the great End propoſed,which they are imagin- 
ed to have, it would be a peculiar Pleaſure to me to be bet- 
ter informed : Yet I muſt take the Liberty to ſay, Thoſe 
muſt be ſtrong Arguments, which will prevail. againſt the 
Experience of the happy Effects, which have for 
| | | ſome 


pointed, in ſuch a Manner as they ſhall judge moſt convenient, 
towards ſupporting the Expence of ſending Miffonaries A- 
broad; printing Bibles, or other uſeful Books, in Foreign Lan- 
guages; eſtabliſhing Schools for the Inſtruction of the Ignorant; 
and the Like. . | 
VI. That the Paſtor for the Time being, if One of the So- 
ciety, be always One of thoſe Truſtees ; and that Four more be 
aunually nominated by the Society, at the Firſt Meeting after 
New-Years-Day, with a Power of Chufing their Treaſurer out 
of their own Number ; and that the Accounts of the former Year 
be then laid before the Society, or before a Committee appointed 
to examine them. Bo 
VII. That Members after the Firſt Meeting be admitted by 
the Conſent of the Majority of the Society preſent, at ſome ſtated 
Meeting; and that if any Member think fit to auithdraw, he 
ſignify that Purpoſe to the Society, or to One of the Truſtees. . 
VIII. That brief Minutes be taken at every Meeting, of the 
Bufineſs diſpatched, the Perſons admitted, the Contributions 
made at it, ; | 
Io theſe Rules we Subſcribe our Hands, heartily Praying, 
that Gap may quicken 27, and many others by our Means, to 
greater Zeal in this, and in every Good Word and Work ; and | 
that joining in Spirit with all thoſe, who in one Place or ano- FI 
ther, are devoting their Lives to the Advancement of the Goſpel, 
we may another Day partake of their Toy. | 
\ 


x DEDICATION, 


ſome Time, in my own Congregation, attended thoſe, 
alas, too imperfect Attempts, which I have made 10 
carry them into Execution. But if they are, as I 4 
ſuredly believe, calculated to revive the languiſping Inte. 
reſt of real Religion, may your Advice, my honoured 
Friends, in Concurrence with that of my worthy Bre. 
thren in theſe Parts, and with the ſerious Expoſtulations 
contained in the enſuing Diſcourſe, prevail on others 
ts make the Trial of them, which ſurely they will not 
repent in the neareſt Views of Eternity, 


I perſuade myſelf, Gentlemen, that in the Midft 
thoſe various Cares and Labours for the Publick Service, 
to which, weak as I am, Divine Providence has called 
me, you will ſometimes be repeating for me, thoſe ſuitable 
and pathetick Petitions, which you were pleaſed, at Den- 
ton, and elſewhere, during my late Interviews with you, 
to offer on my Account ny Sr: . which J never re- 
collect without a meſt ſenſible Pleaſure,and by the very Re. 
membrance of which I find myſelf animated to this very 
Day. On my Part, dear Brethren, be affured of all 
the moſt affectionate good Withes, which ſincere Eſteem, 
and grateful Friendſhip can inſpire. May that Spirit of 

Grace and Supplication, the happy Effects of which 
EP 
then an Opportunity of attending, be in a ſtill richer Abun- 
nee pores torth #por you all! May you open your 
Mouths boldly 20 declare the Myſteries of G O D, 46 
faithful be An to the Truth and Purity of his 71 

l, in the Modf of a degenerate and back-fliding Ar 
5 you teach, not 45 Publ but den Heat 
to Houſe ! May a truly Primitive and Scriptural Diſ- 
cipline, 2obich it is our Privilege, that amidſt all our 
Diſcouragements we are able, not only to pray for, but 
to exerciſe, be impartially maintained! Aud in Conſe- 
quence of all this, may you bave the Plegſure to ſee your 
Aſſemblies flouriſhing! May you feel your — 

ebeaxe, 
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heared and animated, by the Viſible Succeſs of your 
Labours! and may there be no Contention among 


you, unleſs it be who ſhall exert himſelf with the moſt 


lary Prudence, Zeal, and Love, in the Proſetution 


4 ; 
i þ good 4 Work! May each of you, in the Sphere 
which Providence has aſſigned him, be a burning and a 


teure Light Aud may the Luſtre of your fervent and 
allive 
thren of the Eſtabliſhed Clergy, 10 guard again that 
Growth of the Diſſenting I other- 
1 be the probable Conſequence of ſuch Meaſures ! May 
ey all emulate the moſt faithful and zealous among us, 
n the Purity of tbeir Doctrine, in the Seriquineſs 
ad Spirituality of their Addreſs, in the Vigilance 
of their Paſtoral Inſpection, in their tender Care 10 
train up the riſing Generation for GOD, and above 
all, in the diſtinguiſhed Sanctity of their Lives! This 
will unite our Hearts in ſuch muiiul Efleem and Affection, 
that even tobile in different Communions, we ſball treat 
each other like Brethren and Friends, and Fellow-La- 
bourers in the Vineyard of Chriſt; far more endeared 
by our common Love 10 our Divine Maſter, and the 
Souls be has redeemed, than alienated by our different 
Apprehenſions, as to the particular Mode by which 


that Intereſt is 1s be promoted, The Queſtion between 


us will not then be, How much may We lawfully 


« impoſe ꝰ and ** How much may We lawfully diſe 


pute? But on the one Side, it will be enquired, 


« What may We wave?” and on the other, ** What 


* may We acquieſce in, from a Principle of mutual Ten- 


e derneſs and Reſpect; without diſpleaſing our common 


„Lord, and mjuring that great Cauſe of Original 
« Chriſtianity, which he * appointed che guard 
Thus may the Flames of undiſſembled Love purge 
away our Droſs, and cement us into one Maſs , where 
the Union will be the cloſer, in Proportion to the De- 
gree in which the Metal is the nobler, and the more re- 


fined! 


iety awaken (if any of them ſumber,) our Bre- 
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fined! And thus may it cauſe thoſe Fetters to fall off, 
under the Weight and the Streightneſs of which, how- 
ever they may have been gilded over, the woritbieſt Per- 
ſons that wear them muſt ſecretly groan ! We are pray- 
ing and waiting for that happy Day, which, whey- 
ever it appears, will be the glorious Earneſt of the Re- 
vival of the Proteſtant, and of the Chriſtian Cauſe: 
In the mean Time, may each of us have a pleaſing Conſci- 
ouſneſs, that we are labouring to promote it; or at leaf 
that, while we are waiting for the Appearance f 
the great Phyſician among us, we do not, by our 
own Raſhneſs, exaſperate thoſe Diſtempers , which 
in his Abſence we cannot heal! A Wiſh, and a Care, 
in which, I am ſure, you will concur with, 


GENTLE M E N, 
Your a affectionate . 
and faithful and obliged 
humble Servant, 


Northampton, | * bu 
Feb. 1. 1741-2. | 
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The Evil and Danger of neglecting 
the Souls of Men. 


a as. 


PRO v. xxiv. 11, 12. 


J thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto Death, and thoſe that are ready to be 
ſlain: Tf thou ſayeſt, Behold, wwe knew it not: 
Doth not be that pondereth the Heart, conſider 
it? and he that keepeth thy Soul, doth not he 
know it ? and ſhall not he render to every Man 
according to his Works? 


T HE Interviews of the Miniſters of Chriſt 


will always be pleaſant, in proportion to 

the Degree, in which, they are animated 

by Divine Grace to think, and act, worthy of their 
honourable Relation to him, and to each other. 
We in theſe Parts have great Reaſon for Thankful- 
neſs, that we have ſo long known, by happy Ex- 
perience, how good and how pleaſant a Thing it is, for 
Brethren to dwell together in Unity. And it is 
with peculiar Joy that I reflect, we are met this 
Day, not only to expreſs and cultivate our mutual 
Affection; but alſo, by our united Counſels, to 
ſtrengthen each others Hands in the Work of our Gop, 
and to concert Meaſures for the more effectual Re- 
vival of Religion, in the ſeveral Places where Provi- 
dence has eſpecially aſſigned 1t to our ſtated Care, 
As Iron ſharpeneth Iron, ſo a Man often ſharpens the 
B Countenance 


Pal. exxxiii. 1, | if 


—— — — —— , — 
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Countenance of his Friend>, Moſt gladly would I, 
this Day, ſince I am called to addreſs you on ſo 
ſolemn and important an Occaſion, contribute my 
utmoſt to bet your Spirits and my own; and to 
awaken us all to that Zeal for the Service of our 
Common Maſter, which will render the various 
Duties of our Office abundantly delightful, and our 
Reward in Heaven proportionably great. Oh that 
what I have now to ſay might be [ike Goads, to pe- 
netrate all our Minds, and lite Nails, ſecurely faſten- 
ed in our Memories and our Hearts, given forth 
from the one great Shepherd©! May all the Infru- 
ments, with which he is furniſhing us in our Paſto. 
ral Work, be wiſely and faithfully employed ; and 
may the Maſters of Aſemblies this Day be excited to 
uſe them, with greater Skill, and Diligence, in his 
Service! Ws 
And as for you, my Brethren in more private 
Stations of Life, I perfwade myſelf you will hear 
me _ and candidly : For tho? but little of 
my Diſcourſe will be immediately addreſſed to you, 
*tis your Cauſe 1 ſhall be pleading in the Whole of it. 
You will therefore, I hope, be often lifting u 
your Hearts to Gop for the Succeſs of it ; —4 wil 
alſo be confideting, what Intimations of your own 
Duty you may collect, from what I am to addreſs 
to thoſe of a more publick Character. For tho? 
the Words of my Text may, with peculiar Pro- 
priety, be applied to the Miniſtors of the Goſpel, they 
were at firſt ſpoken with 4 much more general 
View; nor is there one Soul in the Aſſembly, who 
may not conſider them as directed by Gop to him, 
as truly as if his own Name were prefixed to them. 
If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto 
Death, and thoſe that are ready to be ſlain; if thou 
ſayeſt, or (as it might be rendered,) 2b thou mayeft 
I 
Prov. Xxvii. 17. © Ecclef, xii. 11, 
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ſay *, Behold, e knew it not: Doth not be that pon- 


dereth the Heart, confider it * and he that keepeth thy 


Soul, doth not be know it? and will not he render to 
every Man according to his Worts? | 

For the Explication of which Words, with all 
becoming Deference to the ſuperior Judgment of 
ſome before whom I ſpeak, I would offer theſe 
Three plain and obvious Remarks, 


1. That the Omiſion, which is here charged as 

ſo diſpleaſing to Gop, tho' immediately refer- 
ring to Mens Natural Lives, muſt ſurely im- 
ply, that the Neglect of their Souls is much more 
criminal. | 


The Text ſtrongly implies, that we ſhall be ex- 
poſed to Guilt and Conant before Gor, by 
forbearing to deliver them that are raum unto Death, 
and thoſe that are ready to be flain. This muſt di- 
rectly refer to Innocent Perſons, brought into viſible 
and extream Danger by ſome oppreſſive Enemy, 
either by the ſudden Aſſault of a private Perſon, 
or by ſome unjuſt Proſecution under Forms of 
Law; and may particularly extend to Caſes, where 
we have Reaſon to believe, a Capital Sentence has 
been paſſed in conſequence of Falſe Witneſs, detect- 
ed before Execution is done : When Caſes of one 
Sort 
® It is well known, that the Particle ) often ſignifies altho?. 
Thus our Tranſlators very juſtly render it in ſeveral Places: See 
Exod. xiii. 17, Je. xvii. 18. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Exel. xi. 16. 
Hab. iii. 17. And if they had done ſo in ſeveral others, they 
would have expreſs'd the Senſe and Connection of the Original 
much more plainly. Compare Gen. viii. 21. P/ad. xiv. 6. xxv.. 
11. Jai. xxxviii. 18, 19. 

+ It was allow d among the Fes, that if any Perſon could 
Offer any thing in favour of a Priſoner, after Sentence was paſs'd, 
he might be before Execution was done : And therefore 
it was uſual, (as the Mi/chn@ ſhews,) that when a Man was 

to Execution, a Cryer went before him and proclaim'd, 
L. This Man is now going to 5 executed for ſuch a 8 
2 


— 
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Sort or the other occur, we may conſider Solomon as 
requiring. juſt as his Father David had done, that 


wie ſhould, by ſuch Interpoſitions, as ſuit the Caſe 


in queſtion, and that Station in which Providence 
has fixed us, defend the Poor and the Fatherleſs, or 
thoſe who are oppreſſed, as Orphans often are ; that 
we ſhould do Fuſtice to the Aﬀiifted and the Needy , 
and ſhould endeavour to deliver the Poor and the 
Needy, and to rid them out of the Hand of the Wick- 

ed 4. And tho? this may expoſe us to _ Cla- 
mours, we ſhould adopt the heroick Relolution of 
Job; not fearing a great Multitude, nor permitting 
the Reproach of Families to*terrify us, ſo as to keep 
Silence, and not go out of the Door ©, One would 
hope, ſuch Attacks as theſe ſeldom happened under 
the peaceful and equitable Reign of Solomon: But as 
Violence and Fraud are in ſome degree the Pro- 
duct of all Climates and Ages, he had, no doubt, 
in ſome Inſtances obſerved them“; and had re- 
marked a culpable Negligence in thoſe, who ought 
to have interpoſed to have delivered the Victims 
from ſuch an undeſerved Stroke; on which Ac- 
count, he judged it neceſſary to enter his ſolemn 
Proteſt againſt an Indolence and Cowardice, ſo 


detri- 


* and ſuch and ſuch are Witneſſes againſt him; whoever knows 
** him to be Innocent, let him come forth and make it appear.” 
voy 551) Na; YH y TW 'n 59. Lib. de Ord. Damnorun, 
Tractat. de Synedriis, cap. vi. F 1. apud Surenbus. Tom. iv. 
Pag. 233. : 

4 Pſal. Ixxxii. 3, 4. © Job xxxi. 34. 

* It appears by ſeveral Hints in Solomon's Writings, that the 
gay, expenſive, and luxurious Manner of living, which (tho 
directly contrary to the Genius of the Jeaoiſb Religion,) was 
introduced in his Days, had its natural Effect in producing fre- 
quent Thefts, Perjuries, Robberies, and Murthers, and, which 
was worſt of all, abominable Corruption among Magiſtrates, and 
great Iniquity in Fudicial Affairs. Compare Prov. i. 10,—19- 
ni. 29. iv. 16, 17. vi. 12,14. Xii. 5, 6. xvii. 15. xvili, 5. 
xxi. 7, 28. xxii. 22, 23. xxiii. 10, 11, 20, 21. xxiv. 15, 23. 


xxviii. 15, 17, 20, 21. XXix, 4, 10. Eccleſ. iii. 16, 17. iv. 
1, 4. v. 8. + bs 
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the great Guardian of it. 


Now you will pleaſe to obſerve, that delivering 


perſons reduced to ſuch extream Danger in the 
Circumſtance I have deſcribed, would generally be 
an A& of Charity attended with great Danger, or 
with great Trouble. And if the Negle#? of that be 
(as you ſee it is,) repreſented as highly criminal, it 
muſt be a much greater Offence to ſuffer any to pe- 
rip, for want of either Food, Shelter, or Harbour, 
in Circumſtances where a Perſon 1s able, by a little 
Trouble, Expence, or Care, to preſerve their Lives. 
And we may argue, by a Conſequence yet ſtronger 
than this, that it muſt be a much more heinous Crime 
than either, by any Neglect of ours, to permit the 
Ruin of Mens Souls, without endeavouring their 
Recovery, when they are, as it were, drawn away 
to the extreameſt Danger of Eternal Death, and are 
ready to be ſlain by the Sword of Divine Juſtice. 
For if Temporal Life ſhould be thus tenderly regard- 
ed, and Expence or Danger ſhould be chearfully 
met in the Defence of it, judge you, Sirs, as in 
the ſight of Gop, how much more precious the Re- 
Ae of the Soul is, which will ſoon ceaſe, even for 
ever f. 
Nay, I might go yet farther, and draw an In- 
ference, if it were neceſſary, from that humane and 
charitable Precept of the Jeuiſb Legiſlator ?: If thou 
meet thine Enemies Ox or his Aſs going aſtray, thou 
ſhalt furely bring it back again to him again: If thou ſee 
the Aſs of him that hateth thee, lying under his Burthen, 
wilt thou forbear, or (as it might be rendered, ) 
woulaſt thou refrain, to help him? or couldſt thou be 
ſo cruel as to harbour a Thought of it? No, thou 
ſhalt ſurely help with him; i. e. thou ſhalt go, if it be 
neceſſary, and join thy Strength with that of thine 
Enemy, to raiſe the Beaſt from the Ground, _—_ 
Pal xlix. 8. 5 Exod, xxiii. 4, 5. 


Jetrimental to Society, and ſo offenſive to Gop, 


, 
— ͥꝙ — 
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if Gon not only regards the Natural Life of a Man, 
but if he thus appears to care for Oxen, and fir 
Aſſes, how much more muſt he require us to reduce 
wandering Souls, and to do what we can to raiſe 
them, when preſs'd under the Burthen of Sin, and 
in danger of being cruſh'd into Eternal Mitery ? 


2. The Text ſeems to ſuppoſe, that Men would 
be ready to excuſe themſelves for this Neglect. 


*Tis true indeed, that at the firſt Sight of a 
miſerable Object, we naturally find a ſtrong Im- 
pulſe to endeavour to relieve it. Our Hearts do, 

' . as it were, ſpring in our Boſoms, and urge u 
forward to exert ourſelyes on ſuch an Occaſion; 
which ſeems to be intimated by that Word, which 
we render forbear, which often ſignifies to che, 
reſtrain, and hold back a Perſon from what he is eager 
on doing“. But the Viſe Man intimates, there 
may be Danger of ſuppreſſing theſe generous Sallies 
of rhe Soul on the firſt View of the Object; of 
ſuffering our Charity to cool, and then of ſearch- 
ing out Apologies for our Unactivity. You may 
be ready to ſay, Bebold, we knew it not. I did 
not particularly ſee the Danger; I did not, how- 
<« ever, apprehend it to be ſo extream: Or, I did 
* not know the Innocence of the Perſon in Dan- 
ger; or if I did believe it, I knew not how to. 
« deliver him. I did not think the Interpoſition 
of ſuch a Perſon as I, could be of any Impor- 

o tance in ſuch an Affair. I was ſorry to ſee In- 

1 e nocence overborn, and Weakneſs oppreſſed; 4 

N R ( 


1 It is in the Origin] PWNN, and the ſame Word is uſed 

| to expreſs the Reſtraint put on the Paſſion of Abimelech for 
[| Sarah, Gen. xx. ö. on the Revenge of David, when infalted 
| by Nabal, 1 Sam. xxv. 39. and on the martial Fury of David's 
= Party, when purſuing the Rebels under Ab/a/om, 2 Sam. xvil. 
| 16. Compare 700 xvi. 6. Prov, xxi. 26. 


| 
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« ] was myſelf too weak to contend with the migh- 
« tier Oppreſſor; too poor, too ignorant, or too buſy, 
« to meddle in an Affair, where thoſe who were 
« much my Superiors were concerned, and had 
« determined the Caſe, I had no Obligations to 
« the Perſon in Danger; I had no Concern with 
« him, nor any thing to do to embaraſs myſelf 
« with his Affairs.“ 

If theſe Excuſes be juſt, it is well. God requires 
Impoſſibilities from no Man; nor does he expect, 
that-Perſons ſhould raſhly throw themſelves upon 
Difficulties and Dangers, when there 1s no ſuch ra- 
tional Proſpect of doing Good, as may ballance the 
Hazard. Nevertheleſs the Text ſuppoſes, 


3. That theſe Excuſes might often be over-ruled, 


by an Appeal to Men's Conſciences as in the 
Sight of Gov. 


Doth not HE that pondereth the Heart, confider it? 
and be that keepeth thy Soul, doth not HE know it? As 
if he ſhould have ſaid, *Tis an eaſy thing to excyſe 
“ Omyſions, ſo that a Fellow-Creature ſhall have 
nothing to reply; but whoever thou art that 
e readeſt theſe Words, I charge thee to remem- 
te ber, that it is comparatively a very title Matter 
* to be judged of Man's Fudgment ;, he that judgeth thee 
«7s the Lordh: And he pondereth the Heart: He 
weighs, in a moſt accurate Ballance, all its moſt 
« ſecret Seritiments. I therefore cut off all Chi- 
< cane and trifling Debate at once, by placing thee 
„in his Preſence, and laying open thy Conſcience 
there. Thou canſt anſwer me: But canſt thou 
* anſwer the Heart-ſearching Gop ? Does not He, 
© the great Father of Spirits, ſee, in every Inſtance, 
* how inferior Spirits conduct themſelves? Does 
© he not preciſely know the Situation, in _ 

«c 
a 
* 1 Cor, iv. 3, 44 
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« thy Heart was at the very Moment in queſtion? 
Thou ſayeſt, thou kneweſt it not: But He is Wit. 
« neſs, whether thou indeed didſt, or didſt not know 
« it. And He alſo ſees all the Opportunities and 
« Advantages, which thou hadſt for knowing it; 


all the Hints, which might have been traced 


« out, to open a more explicite and particular 
4 Knowledge; every Glimpſe which thou hadſt, 
© when thou waſt (like be Prieſt, when he ſpied 
<« at a diſtance the wounded Traveller,) paſſing by 
<« o# the other Side*, and perhaps affecting to look 
<« the contrary Way.“ 

Nor was it in vain, that the Viſe Man renewed 
his Expoſtulation in a different Form. He tbat bee. 
eth thy Soul, doth not HE know it? As if he had ſaid, 
« Conſider Gop, as keeping thine own Soul; as hold- 
ce ing it in Life* ; as preſerving thy Spirit by his con- 
cc tinued Yi/itation'; and then ſay, Oh thou that 
vc neglefreſt the Life of thy Brother, whether He 
& muſt not be highly diſpleaſed with that Ne? 
« May He not reaſonably expect, that while He, 
tc the Lord of Heaven and Earth, condeſcends to 
te become thy Guardian, thou ſhouldſt learn of 
« Him, and be, according to thine Ability, and 
<« in thy Sphere, a Guardian to the whole Human 


* Race, and ſhouldſt endeavour, in every Inſtance, 


<« to ward off Danger from the Life, from the Soul 
« of thy Brother?“ | 
And that theſe Thoughts may enter into the 


Mind with all their Weight, *tis added once more, 


in this pointed Form of Interrogation, Will not HE 
render to every Man according to his Worts? I ap- 
« peal to thine own Heart, Is He not a Being of 
4e infinite moral, as well as natural Perfections, and 
&« will He not, as the Judge of all the Earth, db 
« rigbi m? Would he not have remembred, and 

| « rewarded, 


i Luke x, 31, E Pfal, Ixviig, Job x. 12. © Gm 
n | 
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« rewarded, thy generous Care for the Preſerva- 
« tion of the miſerable Creature in queſtion ? And, 


« on the other hand, will he not reckon with thee 


« for ſuch a Failure? Human Laws, indeed, can- 
not puniſh ſuch Negle#s : But the ſupream Legiſ- 
« [ator can, and will do it. Think of theſe Things, 
« and guard againſt ſuch fatal Negligence in every 
« future Inſtance : Think of them, and humble 
« thyſelf deeply before Gop, for every paſt In- 
« ſtance, in which ſuch Guilt has been incurred.” 
You eaſily perceive, from this Explication of my 
Text, that (as I hinted above,) I might very pro- 
perly make it the Foundation of a Diſcourſe on 
« the Care of Souls in general,“ addreſſed to Per- 
ſons of all Ranks and Profeſſions in Life ; eſpecially 
to Parents, and Maſters, and Heads of Families: 
And they will indeed have an evident Share in 
what I am to ſay, and therefore I would beſpeak 
their particular Attention to it. But conſidering 
the Occaſion of our preſent Aſſembly, and alſo 
conſidering how much of their Fidelity, in the Per- 
formance of their Duty, will probably, under Gop, 
depend upon the Exhortations, Inſtructions, and 
Aſſiſtances, they receive from us, I ſhall chiefly ad- 
dreſs theſe Things to you, my Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren in the Miniſtry; and gebe pa- 


tient and candid Attendance, while I ſpeak to you 
with all poſſible Plainneſs and Seriouſneſs, as in the 
Name and Preſence of our Common Maſter. 
, Gov is my Witneſs, that I mean not to inſinu- 
ate the leaſt diſreſpectful Thought with Regard to 
any one of you. Indeed I have not the leaſt 
Temptation to it, for I can ſay, with equal Inte- 
grity and Pleaſure, that I believe few of your Pro- 
feſſun in the Chriſtian World, (glorious as that Pro- 
Ts 9 


Talon 
I have argued the Matter at large with them in my Ser- 


mons on Education, which, if Gov permit, will ſhortly be re- 
printed with an Appendix. 
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Faſion is, and happy as it is in many that adorn it,) 
are more conſtant, more upright, or more zealous, 
in the Courſe of their Publick Miniſtry, I __ it 
with great Chearfulneſs, that I am inwardly per- 
ſwaded, fe of the Servants of Chriſt are, or in any 
modern Age have been, more faithfully ſolicitous 
to declare to their People the whole Counſel of GOD; 
or to enforce their Publick Exhortations, by the 
ſilent, but powerful Eloquence of a blameleſs, a 
holy, an exemplary Life. And of this, I aſſuredly 
believe, you have a Teſtimony in the Conſciences of 
all around you, and even of Multitudes who are 
not the ſtated Attendants on your Labours; and 
who perhaps, in ſuch a Caſe, are under ſome 
Temptations to err on the Severe, rather than on 
the Candid Extream. So that in this Reſpect, 1 
could chearfully ſay, Vould to GOD, that all your Bre- 
thren in the Chriſtian Miniſtry, throughout the Na- 
tion, and the World, were even as you! Neverthe- 
leſs, permit me to ſay it without Offence, (for I fay 
it in the Fear of Gop, and with the ſincereſt De- 
ference and Friendſhip to you,) I am afraid, the 
extenſive and important Obligations of the Miniſte- 
rial Office are not generally conſidered, and re- 
membered among us, as they ought. I apprehend, 
much more might be done for the Honour of Gop, 
and the Good of Souls, than is commonly done, 
1 will not fay, by thoſe careleſs and profane 
Wretches, who undertake the tremendous Charge 
merely for the fake of worldly Emoluments; by 
thoſe, whom the Plainneſs of Prophetick Language 
calls Dumb Dogs, that cannot bark, -and greedy Dogs, 
that can never have enough ®; but even by thoſe, who 
in the main have a Principle of true Religion in 
their Hearts; by thoſe, who keep up the Exerciſe 
of Publick Worſhip in a regular and honourable 
Manner, and appear not only —— in 
5 elr 


© Ia, Ivi. 10, 11, 


F neglecting Souls. 11 
their Converſation, but, if conſidered as in Private 
Life, bringing forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs. The 
Learned, the Wie, the Virtuous, the Pious M. 
miſter, is, I fear, often negligent of a conſiderable 
Part of his Truſt and Charge; and thereby fails 7 
deliver, as he might, thoſe that are drawn unto Death, 
and perhaps are juſt ready to be flain. To awaken 
our Spirits therefore from that Inſenſibility in this 
Reſpect, into which they are fo ready to fall, and 
ſo to improve the preſent Opportunity, that be 
Man of GOD may be perfecto, and thoroughly furniſhed 
to every good Work which our Office requires, I ſhall 
take the Liberty, . 


I. Briefly to conſider, what Excuſes we may be 
moſt ready to offer, for neglefiing the Souls of 
Men. 

II. Seriouſly to repreſent the great Evil of that 
Neglect in the Sight of GOD, notwithſtanding 
all thoſe Excuſes, After which, 

III. I ſhall add a few Hints by way of Reflection, 
as the Time may admit, 


And if a Conſciouſneſs of my own paſt Negles, 
and an Ignorance of Circumſtances in the Congre- 
gations of my Brethren, lead me to ſuppoſe ſome 
Deficiences greater than they really are, and to give 
any Cautions, which their Diligence and Zeal render 
unneceſſary, with regard to ſome that hear me, 
they will, I hope, forgive me this involuntary Wrong. 
I am far from the Thought of charging any par- 
ticular Perſon, and ground moſt of the Remarks I 
now preſent, on what is obvious in the Temper of 
Mankind, and on thoſe Infirmities of Human Na- 
ture, to which the beſt of Men are obnoxious, 
however by Divine Grace they may be conquered 
In a few of the moſt eminent for Fidelity and Zeal. 


C3 2 
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I. I am to conſider, what Excuſes we may be 
ready to make, for neglecting to do our utmoſt 
for the Salvation of Mens Souls. 


Now I imagine one of the firſt Thoughts, which 
may preſent itſelf to our View upon ſuch an Occa- 
ſion, may be this: 


1. That we do ſomething confiderable for that Pur- 
pole : - 


And particularly, that we take Care for their 
Inſtruction in Publick ;, reading the Word of GOD to 
them, when they are aſſembled together in his 
Houſe; explaining, and enforcing it, in our Expo- 


fitions and Sermons; preſenting Prayers and Praiſes 


to Gop, in their Name; and, at proper Seaſons, 


adminiſtring the Sacraments, in ſuch a Manner as 


we judge moſt agreeable to the Inſtitution of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 

And fo far indeed, it is well : And a moſt wiſe 
and gracious Conſtitution of our bleſſed Redeemer it 
1s, that ſuch Ordinances ſhould be adminiftered, on So- 
lemn Stated Days, and by Men appropriated to 
that Employment; in Contequence of which, ſuch 
Knowledge is diſperſed, as may be, and undoubtedly 
is, through the Divine Bleſſing, effectual for the 
Salvation of many Souls. So that Miniſters cannot go 
through the External and Publick Services of their 
Function, without giving their Hearers ſome great 
and valuable Advantages, far beyond what the 
Profeſſors of any other Religion can find in the Rites 
of their various, and generally abſurd, and ſuper- 
ſtitious Worſhip, And I am not afraid to ſay, that 
this would make the Chriſtian Miniſtry, even in the 
Hands of Ignorant, Careleſs, and Vicious Men, 4 
Bleſſmg to the Nation where it is ſettled, fo long as 
Reading the Scriptures, and almoſt any Kind of 


Prayers, 
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Prayers in an intelligible Language, make a Pare 
of Divine Service in their Aſſemblies. Much more 
then will it be fo, in the Hands of Wiſe, Sober, 
and Religious Men, tho', through Human Frailty, 
they are much leſs zealous and active, than it were 
to be wiſhed they were, or than they ought to be. 

But while we are thus pleading our Diligence 
and Care in the Adminiſtration of Publick Ordinances, 
it will be Kindneſs to ourſelves, ſeriouſly to aſk our 
own Hearts, at leaſt, how they are adminiſtred. *Tis 
(as I have elſewhere hinted,) a very important 
Truſt, to have the Management of Mens Religious 
Hours committed to us; their Seaſons of Social Wor- 
ſeip being, comparatively, ſo ſhort, and ſo infinite- 
ly momentous. Methinks we do almoſt, as it were, 
put our own Lives in our Hand while we undertake 
it, and may juſtly tremble on the View of that 
awful Account which we are to give for it, 

I hope, Sirs, we have the Teſtimony of our own 
Conſciences before Gop, that we do not, on theſe 
ſolemn Occaſions, content ourſelves with cold Es 
fays on mere Moral Subjets, however acute, philo- 
ſophical, or polite z; nor make it our main Buſineſs, 
in our Sermons, to ſeek the Ornament and Elegance 
of Words, the Refinements of Criticiſm, or the 
nice Arrangement of various complex and abſtruſe 
*Argumentations, When we ſpeak, in the Name 
and Preſence of Gop, to Immortal Creatures on 
the Borders of Eternity, I hope we entertain our 
Hearers with plain, ſerious, and lively Diſcourſes, on 
the moſt important Doctrines of Chriſtianity, in their 
due Connection, and their Relation to each other, 
in ſuch a Manner, as we, on mature Conſideration, 
do yerily believe may have the moſt effectual Ten- 
dency to bring them to Gop through Chriſt, and 
to produce and promote in their Hearts, throu 
the Divine Bleſſing, the great Work of Regenera- 
ton and Holineſs, I hope and truſt, that GOD is 
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uur Witneſs, and that the People of our Charge are 
Witneſſes, that not one of thoſe that diligently attend 
on our Miniſtry, tho* but for a few ſucceedin 
Sabbaths, can fail to learn the Way of Salvation, 
as exhibited in the Goſpel ; and that we ſpeak of it, 
as thoſe that are in earneſt, and do from our very 
Souls deſire to anſwer the great Ends of our M. 
niſtry, in the Proſperity of the Redeemer”s King. 
dom, and the eternal Happineſs of thoſe inyalua- 
ble Souls whom he has committed to our Care. 
Otherwiſe we may incur great and fatal Guilt, tho 
Public Worſhip be conſtantly and decently carried 
on, and tho? a reaſonable Proportion of Time be 
employed in it, with numerous and attentive Audi. 
zories ; to whom we may be as the lovely Song of one 
that has a pleaſant Voice b, while in the Ears of God, 
for Want of that fervent Charity which ſhould dic- 
tate and animate all, we are but as ſounding Braſs, 
or as a tinkling Cymbal d. | 

But granting, as I would willingly ſuppoſe, and 
as with Relation to you, my Brethren, I do firmly 
believe, all theſe Reflections can be anſwered to 
Satisfaction: Here is indeed @ Part of your Duty 
honourably performed, and an important Part of it 
too. But is that Part, tho? ever fo important, to be 
ſubſtituted for the J/bole ? The Diligent Inſpection 
of our Flock, Paſtoral Viſus, the Obſervation of the 
Religious State of Families, Perſonal Exhortations, 
Admonitions, and Cautions, by Word or Letter, 28 
Prudence ſhall direct, the Catechiſing Children, the 
promoting Religious Aſſociations among the younger 
and the elder People of our Charge, and the Strict 
and Reſolute Exerciſe of Diſcipline in the ſeveral 
Churches over which we preſide ; are theſe no Parts 
of our Office? Will we fay it with our dying Breath, 
will we maintain it before the Tribunal of Chr, 
that they did not belong to the Chriſtian _ ; 

5 n 
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And if not, will our Care in other Parts of it, be 
allowed as a ſufficient Excuſe before Him, for our 
total Omiſſion of theſe ? We have preached, and pray- 
ed, and adminiſtered the Sacraments. Theſe Things we 
ſauuld indeed have done; and when we had taken 
the Care of Congregations upon us, we could hard- 
ly avoid it; but ſurely our own Conſciences will 
now, or hereafter, tell us, that we ought not to have 
left the others undone". But we may perhaps for a 
while elude the Convichon, by pleading, 


+ 2, That the Care of particular Perſons more pro- 
perly belongs to others ; and eſpecially, to Heads 
of Families, who have more Opportunities of 
being ſerviceable to thoſe under their Charge, 


and indeed have the moſt immediate Concern 
in them, 


It certainly does. But does it belong to them 
alue? or if it did, do not they belong to us, and 
to our Care ? and 1s it not the Part of every Superior 
Officer of a Society to ſee to it, that the Subaltern Offi- 
cers be careful and diligent in the Diſcharge of their 
Duty? And in this Caſe, are we to take it for 
granted, that in our reſpective Congregations Heads 
of Families are of courſe ſo? That they pray in their 

amilies; that they read the Scriptures, and other 
good Books there, ef] cially on the Evening of the 
Lord's Day; that t a catechiſe their Children, and. 
ſolemnly preſs upon them, and upon their Servants, 
the ſerious Care of practical Religion ? Are we 
roundly to conclude, without any farther Enquiry, 
that all this is done; and done in fo diligent, and 
ſo prudent a Manner? and that there is no Need of 
any particular Exhortations, Inſtructions, or Ad- 

monitions from us? Would to Gop, there were 
any one Congregation in the whole Kingdom, of which 
this might reaſonably be preſumed to be the 5 
| | ut 
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But if it were indeed ſo, would not our Concur- 
rence with theſe wiſe and pious Heads of Families, 
in ſo good, but ſo difficult a Work, encourage and 
ſtrengthen them to proſecute it with greater Chear- 
fulneſs and Vigour ? Would it not quicken, both 
their Cares, and their Endeavours? and might it 
not, by the Divine Bleſſing, promote the Succek 
of them? Might it not gain on the Minds of Chil. 
dren and Servants, to ſee that we did not think it 
beneath us, tenderly to care for their Souls? And 
might not our tender and condeſcending Regards 
to them in Private, while it convinced them how 
well we meant them, render our Publick Labour 
more acceptable and uſeful to them ? Now we well 
know, that the Chilaren and Servants of the preſent 
Generation, are the Hopes of the next ; as they are 
probably thoſe, that in their Turns will be Parents 
and Governors of Families; whoſe Children and ber- 
wants, when they ariſe, will one way or another 
feel the happy, or unhappy Conſequences, of our 
Fidelity, or Neglect? And when ſuch Affairs are in 
Queſtion, ſhall we allow ourſelves to plead, 


3. That we have ſo much other Bufineſs, and 
ſuch various Engagements of a different Kind, 
that we cannot poſſibly attend to theſe Things, 


But give me leave, my Brethren, to obſerve, that 
the Queſtion here, is not, whether we can find out 
other agreeable Ways of filling up our Time? but 
whether thoſe other Ways are more important, and 
whether that different Manner of employing it, be 
more acceptable in the Sight of Gop, and will turn 
to a better Account in that Great Day, when our 
Conduct is to be finally reviewed by Him? We 
muſt indeed have our Seaſons of Recreation, and 
our Seaſons of Study: But it will eaſily appear, that 
no Regards to either of theſe will vindicate, or ex- 

cuſe our Negle# of the Private Duties we owe to 
NL? our 
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our Flock, in giving Diligence to know their State *, and 
being careful to teach them, not only publickly, but 
from Houſe to Houſe *, | 
Recreation, to be ſure, can afford no juſt Apology 
for neglecting it; ſince to follow this Employment 
prudently, might be made a Kind of Recreation from 
the Labours of a Sedentary and Studious Life. 4 

ave and ſevere Recreation! you will perhaps ſay. 
Grave indeed I will acknowledge it to be; but not 
therefore to a ſerious Mind leſs delightful. So much 
of thoſe Two nobleſt and ſweeteſt Exerciſes of the 
Soul, Devotion, and Benevolence, would naturally 
mingle with theſe pious Cares and tender Addreſ- 
ſes, as would renew the Strength which had been ex- 
hauſted in our Studious Hours, and tbe Manly, ſhall 
I fay, or rather he Godlike Foy it would adminiſter, 
would quite diſcountenance that which we find in 
the Gay Indulgences of a humorous and facetious Con- 
der ſation; tho? I ſee no Neceſſity of forbidding 7hat, 
at proper Intervals, ſo far as its Chearfulneſs is con- 
ſiſtent with Wiſdom and Religion. And I am 
fure, that if we can turn our Seaſons of Receſs from 
Study to fo profitable an Account, as would be an- 
ſwered by the Duties which you know I have 
now in View, it will be a moſt happy Art, well be- 
coming one, who is truly prudent, and would 
therefore huſband bis Time to the beſt Purpoſes for 
Eternity; in which View it is evident, that the 
ſmalleſt Fragments of it, like the Duſt of Gold, or 
Jewels, are too valuable to be loſt, 

The great Proportion of Time to be given to 


our Studies, will, no doubt, be urged, as a yet. 


more material Excuſe. But here it is obvious to 
reply, that a prudent Care in the Duties I am now 
recommending, is very conſiſtent with our employ- 
ing a great deal of Time in Study; and es 
D wit 
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with our giving it, what I hope we ſhall always 
learn to value and redeem, our Morning Hours, to 
which ſome of the Evening may alſo be added, 
And if theſe will not generally ſuffice, give me 
Leave to aſk, What are thoſe important Si udies, that 
would thus ingroſs the hole of our Time, excepting 
what is given to Devotion, and to what is generally 
called Recreation? 

I have had ſome little Taſte of the Pleaſures of 
Literature myſelf, and have ſome Reaſon to hope, 
I- ſhall not be ſuſpected of any Prejudice againſt 
it; nor am I at all inclined to paſs thoſe contemp- 
ruous Cenſures on the various Branches of it, in 
which Ignorance and Shoth are often, with ſtrange 
Stupidity, or with yet ſtranger Aſſurance, ſeeking, 
and it may be finding, @ Refuge. But on ſuch an 
Occaſion I muſt freely ſay, I fear, many Things, 
which employ a very large Portion of our retired 
Time, are ſtudied rather as Polite Amuſements to our 
own Minds, than as Things which ſeem to have 
any apparent Subſerviency to the Glory of Gop, 
and the Edification of our Flock: And, conſe- 
quently, I fear, they will ſtand as Articles of Abate- 
ment, if I may fo expreſs it, in our final Account; 
and when they come to be made manifeſt, will be 
found Yorks that ſhall be burnt, as being no better, 
in the Divine Eſteem, than Wood, Hay, and Stui- 
ble", how beautifully ſoever they may have been 
varniſhed, or gilded over, 

Let me here, in particular, addreſs myſelf to my 
Younger Brethren, with a Frankneſs which may be 
10 them more excuſable, while I urge them to 4 
Chriſtian Self-Denial upon this Head, where perhaps 
it may be, of all others, the moſt difficult, I do 
not apprehend Perſons of your approved Character 
to be in Danger of any other Kind of Luxury and 
Intemperance ; but there is, if you will permit me ſo 

| 0 
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to call it, a Sort of refined Intellectual Luxury, with 
Regard to which I am jealous over you, leſt you 
ſhould be ſeduced into it, or rather leſt ſome of 
you be already inſnared by its ſpecious Charms. 

I would not, my young Friends, be fo ſevere and 
cruel, as to deſire you ſhould be confined from that 
high and elegant Entertainment, which a Perſon of 
Genius and Tafte will find in the maſterly Writings 
of the Ancient Orators, Hiſtorians, and Poets; or in 
thoſe, polite and elegant Pieces, which our own, 
and other modern Languages, may afford ; from 
which the Viſe Man, and the Chriſtian, will learn 
many Things of ſolid Uſe, as well as Matters of 
moſt delightful Amuſement. Neither would I pre- 
tend to forbid ſome Mathematical and Philoſophical 
Reſearches, into which you are initiated in your 
Academical Courſe, and with which you will do well 
to retain and improve your Acquaintance in the 
Progreſs of Life, both to ſtrengthen your Rational 
Faculties by that ſtrenuous Exerciſe, and to improve 
your Knowledge of the Works of GOD, which will 
appear great, wonderful, and delightful, in Proportion 
to the Degree of Sagacity and Diligence with which 
they may be ſearched out v. But *tis one Thing to 
tafle of theſe poignant and luſcious Fruits, and 


another to feed and live upon them :—One Thing 


to make the moſt Noble and Subſtantial Parts of 
them our Entertainment and Refreſhment ; and quite 
another to make their Circumſtantial Curioſities the 
chief Buſmeſs of our Study, and the favourite Subjetts 
of our moſt attentive Enquiry, That true Great- 
neſs and Elevation of Mind, which the Gel is fo 
admirably calculated to produce, would teach us a 
much fublimer Science: And if for the Sake of theſe 
little Things, we neglect to pray for thoſe whom 
Gop hath committed to our Care, to enquire into 
their Religions State, to purſue them with ſuitable 
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Applications and Addreſſes, the Time will come 
when we ſhall aſſuredly own, that we dearly pur. 
chaſed the moſt refined Pleaſures they could pof. 
ſibly give us: Not to fay, how much greater and 
nobler Pleaſure we even now reſign, while our Du- 
ty is neglected. Oh, my Brethren, let us conſider 
how faſt we are, as it were, paſting through this dying 
Life which Gop has aſſigned us, in which we are 
to manage Concerns of Infinite Moment; how faſt 
we are paſſing on to the immediate Preſence of our 
Lord, to give up our Account to him, You muſt 
judge for hourſelves; but permit me to ſay, that for 
my own Part, I would nor for ten thouſand Worlds 
be that Man, who when Gop ſhall aſk him at laſt, 
how he has employed moſt of his Time, while he 
continued a Miniſter in his Church, and had the 
Care of Souls, ſhould be obliged to reply, © Lord, 
<< I have-reſtored many corrupted Paſſages in the 
% ancient Claſſicks, and illuſtrated many which were 
«© before obſcure; I have cleared up many Intri- 
* cacies in Chronology, or Geography; I have ſolved 
«© many perplexed Caſes in Algebra; I have refined 
«<< on Aſtronomical Calculations ; and left behind me 
many Sheets on theſe curious and difficult Sub- 
< jects, where the Figures and Characters are ranged 
ce with the greateſt Exactneſs and Truth: And 
<« theſe are the Employments, in which my Lite 
c has been worn out, while Preparations for the Pul.- 
« pit, or Miniſtrations in it, did not demand mine 
% immediate Attendance,” Oh, Sirs, as for the 
Waters which are drawn from tbeſe Springs, how 
ſweetly ſoever they may taſte to a curious Mind 
that thirſts for them, or to an ambitious Mind 
which thirſts for the Applauſe they ſometimes pro- 
cure, I fear, there is often Reaſon to pour them out 
before the Lord *, with Rivers of Penitential Tears, 
as the Blood of Souls which have been * 
while 
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while theſe Trifles have been remembered and 
purſued “. | 

Nor am I without my Fears, that a great Deal 
of Studious Time is loſt, in an over artful Compoſi- 
tion of Sermons, and in giving them ſuch Poliſh and 
Orna- 


* Since theſe Papers have been prepared for the Preſs, I have 
happily met with the Reverend Mr. Leechmar's excellent Sermon, 
On the Temper, Character, and Duty of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, 
preach'd before the Synod of Glaſgow and Air, April 7, 1741. 
which, ſo far as I am capable of judging, on an attentive and 
repeated Peruſal, is one of the moſt maſterly Performances of 
the Kind, which ever fell into my Hands, I am an entire 
Stranger to the Author, but hope this Sermon, extorted (as I 
am told, ) from an exceſſive Modeſty, by the earneſt Importu- 
nity of his Brethren, will meet with ſuch juſt Regard, as may 
encourage him to enrich our Age and Language with many other 
Diſcourſes, in the Spirit and Manner, which he has there ſo 
admirably deſcribed and exemplified. I am ſure my Reader 
will be pleaſed with the following Specimen, which I could wiſh 
deeply tranſcribed on every Heart, and eſpecially on my own. 
« A juſt Senſe of the important Relations we ſtand in to our 
© reſpeCtive Flocks, and a genuine Feeling of that tender Afec- 
„ ian which is due to them, won't allow us to hefitate one Mo- 
ment, Whether that Part of our Time is moſt worthily em- 
« ploy'd, which is taken up in doing real Offices of Friendſhip 
among them; or that Part of it, which is ſpent in peruſing 
* the fineſt Writings of the greateſt Genius that ever appeared 
* in the World, or in poliſhing any little Compoſitions of our 
« own. Is the arranging of Words, the beautifying of Lan- 
*« guage, or even ſtoring our own Minds with the Divineſt Sen- 
timents, an Employment of equal Dignity. and Importance 
* in itſelf, or equally pleaſant on Reflection, with that of com- 
<< poling Differences, or extinguiſhing Animoſities, ſearching out 
* modeſt and indigent Merit and relieving it, comforting a 
** melancholy Heart, giving Counſel to a perplex'd Mind, ſuſ- 
pending Pain by our Sympathy and Preſence, tho” it were but 
for a Moment, ſuggeſting to an unfurniſh'd Mind 2 Ma- 
** terials for Meditation in the Time of Diſtreſs, or laying hold 
Hof a fayourable Opportunity of conveying valuable Inſtruc- 
tions, and religious Impreſſions, to a Mind little ſuſceptible 
of them on other Occaſions? There is no Need of ſaying 

any thing in Confirmation of this: It was the glorious Cha- 
1 racter of Jeſus, that he went about ding good,” Pag. 23, 
24. 5 
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Ornament, as does not conduce to their Uſeful- 
neſs, nor any Way balance the Labour employed 
in the Work. If we do not diligently watch over 
our Hearts, this will be an Incenſe, offered to qur 
own Vanity, which will render our Sacrifice leſs ac- 
ceptable to GOD, however Me and our Hearers may 
be delighted with the Perfume. Greater Plainneſ; 
and Simplicity of Speech might often be more uſeful] to 
the Bulk of our Auditory, and perhaps more accept- 
able too; and on the Whole, it might be at leaſt 
equally beautiful. For all that are not Children in Un- 
derſtanding know, that there is 2 Natural and Man- 
ly Kind of Eloquence, ariſing from a deep Senſe of 
the Subject, and an ardent Love to the Souls of 
our Hearers, which is, of all others, the moſt to be 
deſired and eſteemed. And tho? ſuch Diſcourſes 
may be attended with ſome litile Inaccuracies, and 
may want ſomething of the Karnmſh which exacter 
Preparation might ſet on; yet ſurely, where a 
Habit of Speaking is formed by proper Application, 
and the Matgrials of a Sermon are well digeſted in 
the Mind, it will riſe above a reaſonable Contempt. 
And if where exacter Preparation is made, a Care 
to preſerve thoſe Niceties of Compoſition deaden the 
Manner of the Delivery, and take off either its 
Solemnity, its Vigour, or its Tenderneſs, I cannot 
but apprehend it as injurious to the Character of 
the Orator, as to that of the Chriſtian. The moſt 
celebrated Speakers in Fudicial Courts, and in Senates, 
bave, in all Nations and Ages, purſued the Method 
I now recommend; and the moſt acceptable Preach- 
ers have ſucceſsfully attempted it. On the Whole, 
eg me to ſay, it would be a fatal Thing, to 

arter away the Souls of our People, for the higheſt 
and juſteſt Reputation of Speaking well; yet I fear 
there are many, who in this View do it for nought, 
and have not in any Senſe increaſed their Wealth 2 the 
Ts e rice, 
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Pricey, But perhaps, after all, the moſt plauſible 
Excuſe may be that, which I have reſerved for the 
laft 1 ſhall now mention, viz.4 | 


4. That the Attempts I am propoſing might 
diſpleaſe thoſe that attend upon our Miniſtry; 
upon which Account it may ſeem, both with 
Reſpect to them and ourſelves, a Neceſſary Pre- 
caution of Prudence to decline them. 


This is zhe Lion in the Street“; which, flothful as 
we too naturally are, we often plead for ſtaying 
within Doors, when our Duty calls us Abroad on 
theſe Charitable Errands : But I hope, on a nearer 
Approach it will not be found ſo fierce, or ſo in- 

vincible, as a timorous Imagination paints it. 
Methinks, Bretbren, we make a very unfavour- 
able Repreſentation of the Temper and Charatter, 
not to ſay, of the Breeding and Underſtanding of our 
People, when we fo readily take it for granted, 
they will be diſpleaſed with us, for addreſſing thoſe 
Exhortations to them in Private, which they ſeem 
ſo deſirous of receiving from us in Publick. Let us 
aſk our own Conſciences, Would they Al! be diſ- 
pleaſed? If not, the Diſpleaſure 1t might give to 
Some, can be no Excuſe for neglecting it with Regard 
to Others. And are we indeed ſo miſerable, as to 
be ſituated among whole Congregations, in whom 
Ienerance, Pride, and Profaneneſs prevail to ſuch a 
Degree, that a Miniſter, who would be welcome 
among them, if he came only as a common Viſitant, 
ſhould be look'd upon with Contempt or Indigna- 
tion, when he came expreſsly as a Friend to their 
Eternal Intereſts, and would ſtep a little out of the 
Common Way for their Salvation ? If this were re- 
ally our Caſe, who would not ſay with the Prophet, 
Oh that I bad in the Wilderneſs a Lodging Place of Way- 
faring Men, tho? it were but ſuch a wretched Cave, 
as 
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as Travellers find in a Deſart, that I might law 
my People, and go from them; for they be all an Aſenr 
bly of treacherous Mien —of treacherous Men indeed, 
if while they call themſelves Chriſtians and Proteſ: 
tants, yea, and profeſs to ſeparate from their Bre. 
thren on Religious Principles they ſhould think 
themſelves injured and affronted by the Exhorta- 
tions of their Miniſters, while they would warn ev 
Man, and teach every Man in all Wiſdom, that they 
might preſent them perfect in Chriſt b. But bleſſed 
be Gop, bad as the World is, there is no Room 
to imagine this to be the Caſe, or any Thing like 
it. Perhaps while we are delaying, and coldly de- 
liberating about it, many lively Chriſtians under our 
Care are earneſtly praying, that GOD may put ſuc 
a Thing into our Hearts : And ſhould we attempt it, 
I doubt not, but they would receive us as an Angel 
of GOD, or even as Chriſt himſelf © ; their Love to us 
would be more abundantly confirmed, and their 
Heart cemented in cloſer Bonds than they have yet 
known. And many others would at leaſt own, 
that we aed in Charafter, and maintain'd a more 
apparent Conſiſtency of Behaviour, if the Afeair 
were properly conducted. 

Did we indeed pretend to controul them in the 
Management of their Temporal Affairs, or to exet- | 
ciſe a Lordly Dominion over their Faith and their 
Conſcience, they might juſtly be diſpleaſed: Or did 
we craftily demand, that they ſhould lay open to 
us the Secrets of their Breaſts in Confeſſion, their Sul 
picions were pardonable, and their Reſentments 
reaſonable. But it muſt be great Malice or Folly, 
to ſuſpect any Deſign of that infamous Nature, from 
our viſting them as Paſtors, with pious Exhortations, 
and affectionate Prayers, as thoſe who are concer- 
ned for them, and their Children, and * 

| * 
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that their Souls may proſper and be in Health d. A Solici- 


tude for the Health of their Bodies is eſteemed Friend- 
ſhipand Gratitude, and Enquiries concerning it ſeem 
but common Decency: And can it offend them, to 
find we are ſolicitous about that Welfare, which is 
ininitely more important, and, by Virtue of our 
Office, our Peculiar Charge ? 

Yes, you will ſay, in one Inſtance it will diſpleaſe : 
For when we are obliged to blame any Thing which 
we {ce amiſs in them, their Pride will naturally take 
Fire on ſuch an Occaſion , and perhaps thoſe, whom 
we have thought our beſt Friends, will become our 
Enemies, if we will venture to fell them ſuch Diſ- 
agreeable Truths ©, as Fidelity may extort in ſome 
Circumſtances. This is, after all, the main Difficulty ; 
and as I cannot wonder if it impreſs our Minds, I 
pray God to forgive the Pere of thoſe, that 
make it ſo great. Vet ſurely, it is poſſible to manage 
Reproof ſo, as that, in moſt Inſtances, it ſhall oblige, 
rather than provoke, If we tell our Hearers of their 
Faults privately ; and if we do it with Tenderneſs 
and Reſpect : If we ſhew by our Manner of ſpeaking, 
that what we ſay proceeds from an humble Fear, 
leſt we ſhould diſpleaſe God, betray our Truſt, and 
injure their Souls by the Neglect: If at the ſame Time 
our Behaviour to them be, as it ſurely ſhould be, con- 
ſtantly chliging: If we do our utmoſt, fo far as Truth 
and Juſtice will permit, to guard and ſhelter their 
Character in the world; and bring our Complaints 


of them, to none but themſelves : Bad as the World 


is, I believe few will quarrel with us upon this Ac- 
count; but we ſhall fee, as Solomon obſerved, that 
be who rebuketh a Man, will afterwards find more Fa- 


dour, than be that flattereth with his Tongue f. 


But ſuppoſing the worſt that can happen, that 
Folly and Wickedneſs ſhould prevail ſo far, over all 
the tender and prudent Addreſs of the Friend and 

E the 
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- the. Paſtor, as to render us Evil for ſo great a Goad, 


and Hatred for ſo generous, and fo ſelf-denying 


an Inſtance of Love, how could that Hatred be ex- 
preſſed? Seldom in any more formidable Manner, 
than by withdrawing from our Miniſtry, and diſconti- 
nuing what they have done for our Support; for the 
Revilings of Perſons of ſuch a Character can ſeldom 
hurt any but themſelves. Now I hope, Brethren, 


we ſhall always retain ſo much of à Manly, not to 


ſay a Chriſtian Spirit, as to chuſe to retrench ſome 
X« our Expences, to forego ſome of the Entertain- 
ments of Life, to caſt ourſelves and Families on 
Providence, or even, if it were neceſſary, to ſub- 
ſiſt in an honeſt and creditable Poverty, by the 
daily Labour of our own Hands ; much rather than 
meanly to crouch to ſuch haughty Sinners, and ſacri- 
fice Duty, Honour, and Conſcience, to the Arrogance 
of their petulant Temper. Let us fear GOD as we 
ought, and we ſhall find Nothing to fear from them; 
but ſhould be willing to imitace the Fidelity and 
Courage of the Baptiſt, tho* the Wrath of a King 
might be provoked by it, and Impriſonment or Mar- 
Hraom might be its Reward. 

I hope, ſuch Conſiderations as theſe may effectu- 
ally obviate the Excuſes, which Indolence or Co- 
wardice may be ready to form, for our Neg of 
Men's Souls; eſpecially when we go on, 


IT. To conſider the great Evil of that Neplef, as 
it appears in the Sight of GOD, notwithſtand- 


ing all theſe Excuſes, or any of the like Kind, 


with which we may endeavour to palliate it. 


But who can fully repreſent it, as it appears to 
his capacious and all- penetrating View? What Hu- 
man Mind can conceive the Infinite Evil? It is not, 
Sirs, a Subject, on which to diſplay the Wantonneſs 


of Wit, or the Colourings of Artificial Harangue 
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A terrible Kind of Solemnity attends it, and I at- 
tempt the Diſplay of it with Fear and Trembling. 
If it ſcems a light Matter to us, to forbear to deliver 
thoſe that 1n this Senſe are drawn unto Death, and them 
that are thus ready to periſh, conſider, my Brethren, 
and Oh may my own Conſcience always conſider; — 
what the Death of the Soul is; — how many wretched 
Souls are continually dying around us; what gracious 
Proviſion Gon has made 10 prevent ii; and what pe- 
culiar Obligations; We are under, to labour to the 
utmoſt for the Pre/ervation of their Lives. 


1. Let us think, © what the Death of the Soul is.” 


The Apoſtle James intimates, that it is a Thought 
of great Importance, when he ſays, He that ſhall 
turn a Sinner from the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave a 
Soul from Death s: As if he had faid, Do but reflect 
what that is, and you will find your Succeſs is its 
own Reward, We well know, that o ſave a Soul 
from Death, is not merely to prevent the Extinction 
of its Being, tho' even that were much; but to 
prevent its poſitive, its laſting, its Eternal Miſery. 
'Tis to prevent its being ain by the pointed and 
flaming Sword of the Divine Juſtice. 

*Tis a Tragical Spectacle, to behold a Criminal 
dying by Human Laws, even where the Methods 
of Execution are gentle ; as, through the Lenity of 
ours, they generally are amongſt us: And I doubt 
not, but it would grieve us to the Heart, to ſee 
any who had been under our Miniſterial Care, in 
that deplorable Circumſtance. But Oh, how much 
more deeply muſt it pierce our very Souls, to fee 
them led forth to that laſt dreadful Execution, with 
thoſe of whom Chriſt ſhall ſay, As for theſe mine E- 
nemies, who would not that I ſhould reign over them, 
bring them forth, and ſlay them before men! Oh how 
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will it wound us, to hear the Beginning of thoſe 
Cries and Mailings, which muſt never end! How 
ſhall we. endure the Reflection, ** Theſe Wretches 
<« are periſhing for ever, in part becauſe I would not 
take any Pains to attempt their Salvation!” And 
is this fo ſtrange a Suppoſition, that ſome once 
under our Mznitry may then periſh in our Sight ? 
Would to Gop, that it were lefs probable ! But, 
on the contrary, let us | 


2. Conſider, ** how many Souls, precious and 


immortal as they are, ſeem to be continu- 
L ally ching around us.“ 


Are there but few, that miſcarry? Let Peter 
inform us, when he ſays, that the Righteous ſcarcely 
are ſaved. Yea, let our Lord himſelf inform us, 
when he ſays, Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the 
Way, that leadeth unto Life, and few there be that fd 
it; whereas wide is the Gate, and broad is the Way, 
that leadeth to Deſtruction, and many there be that 90 
in thereat*. We grieve to ſee Epidemical Diſtemper 
prevailing around us; we are ready, as Providence 
calls us, to v the Sick and the Dying; and could 
take little Pleaſure in our own Health, if we did 
not endeavour to ſuccour them, as we have Oppor- 
tunity. - But let us look round, and fee, whether 
that Diſtemper, which threatens the Death of Souls, be 
not Epidemical indeed. With all the Allowances, 
which that Charity can make, which believeth all 
Things, and hopeth all Wings, which it can with 
any Shadow of Reaſon hope and believe; muſt we 
not own, there are Marks of Eternal Death on na- 
ay? and that there are many more, in whom we cal 
ſee nothing which looks like a Token of Spiritual 
Life? So that the beſt we can ſay of them is, that 
poliibly there may be ſome latent Sparks of it 2 
| | ceale 
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cealed in the Heart, which as yet produce no Ef- 
ſect to the Honour of their Profeſſion, or the Be- 
nefit of the World. In the mean Time, Sinners 
are ſpreading the Infection of their Infidelity, and 
their Vices, far and wide; as if, like ſome illuſtrious 
Wretches that have been miſcalled Heroes, they ac- 
counted the Deſtruction of Numbers their Glory. 
Can we behold ſuch a Contagion ſpreading itſelf even 
in the Chriſtian Church, which ought to be healthful 
as the Regions of Paradiſe, and not bitterly la- 
ment it before Gop ? Or can we ſeriouſly lament 
it, and not endeavour its Redreſs? Eſpecially when 
we conſider, : 


3. What gracious Provifion Gop hath made zo - 


& prevent their Death.” 


Is there not indeed Balm in Gilead? Is there not a 
Phyſician there m? even this Glorious Goſpel of the 
Bleſſed Gop, whoſe Efficacy we have ſo often heard 
of, and ſeen? And ſhall they yet peri? Adored 
be the Riches of Divine Grace, we know, (and 
'tis infinitely the moſt important Part of all our 
Knowledge, ) that there is a rich and free Pardon 
proclaimed, to all that will ſue it out, and accept 
the Benefit in a proper, that is, a grateful Manner 


for cordial Acceptance, and real Gratitude, is all it 
the Tidings ſhould 


demands. One would expect 

be as Life to the Dead: But we fee, how coldly they 
are received; how ſhamefully they are ſlighted; how 
generally, yea, how obſtinately, they are rejected. 
And what is the Conſequence ? Refuſing to believe 
on the Son of Gop, they ſhall not ſee Life, but the 
Wrath of GOD abideth on them n, with an additional 
Weight of Vengeance, as it well may. Now is not 
this enough to make our very Hearts bleed, to 
think, that Immortal Souls ſhould dye under the G 
del; yea, dye under aggravated Guilt and hg 
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So that inſtead of being any Thing zhe better for 
cmis delightful Meſſage of Peace and Grace, they 
ſhould be for ever the worſe for it; and have Rea- 
fon to wiſh, throughout all Eternity, they had ne- 
ver ſeen the Faces, nor heard the Voices, of thoſe 
that brought it, but had been numbered among 
the Sinners of Tyre and Sidon, of Sodom and Gomer- 
rab o. 

If we do not, on the expreſs Authority of our Lord, 
believe this to be the Caſe with regard to Inpeni- 
tent Simiers under the Goſpel, we are not Chriſtians of 
the loweſt Claſs. But if we do believe it, and are not 
affected with it, ſo far as to endeavour their Reco- 
very, I ſee not how any Regard to our own Tempo- 
ral Intereſt, or that of others, can entitle us to the 
Character, either of Prudence, or Humanity; even 
tho? we had not been diſtinguiſhed by a Publick Office 
in the Church, but had paſs'd thro? Life in the Sta- 
tion of the Obſcureſt among our Hearers. But tis 


impoſſible I ſhould do Juſtice to my Argument, 
if I do not urge, 


4. The Conſideration of < the peculiar Obligations 
« We are under, to endeavour the Preſerua- 
&« tion of Sauls, not only in Virtue of our Expe- 
& rjence as Chriſtians, but of our Office as Miniſ- 
<« ters." 


If we were only to conſider our Experiences, as 
we are Chriſtians, if we have any Thing more than 
the empty Name, that Conſideration might certain- 
ly afford us a very tender Argument, to awaken our 
Compaſſion to the Souls of others. We know what it 1s 
ourſelves, to be upon the Brink of Deſtruction, and in 
that ſad Circumſtance to obtain Mercy; and ſhall we 
not extend Mercy to others? We have Tooked to Jeſus, 
that we might live; and ſhall we not point him out 
to them? We have taſted that the Lord is gracious , 

an 
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and ſhall we not deſire to communicate the ſame 
happy Reliſh of his Grace to all about us? He has 
magnified the Riches of his Pardoning Love to us; 
and ſhall we not, with David, reſolve, wwe will en- 
deavour to teach Tranſgreſſors his Ways, and labour 
to promote the Converſion of Sinners unto him ?? Even 
now is he keeping our Souls: His Viſitation preſerves our 
Spirits d; and, as it is by his Grace that we are what 
we are”, tis by having obtained Help from him, that 
we continue unto this Day * : And ſhall his Grace, daily 
betowed upon us, be in vain”? and ſhall not We have 


Compaſſion on our Þellow-Servants, as our Lord conti- 
nually hath Pity on us * ? 


But our Office, as Miniſters, compleats the Obligation, 
when we conſider the View in which the Word of Gop 
repreſents that Office, and zhe View in which we 
aur ſelves have received it. 


As for the former of theſe, we are all acquainted 
with thoſe Repreſentations ; and it is greatly to be 
wiſhed, for our own Sake, and that of our People, 
they may be very familiar to our Minds, Let us 
often liſten with becoming Attention to the bleſſed 
Gop as ſpeaking to us, in thoſe Words which he 
once addreſſed to the Prophet Ezekiel, that faithful 
approved Servant of the Lord; Son of Man, I 
have made thee a Watchman to the Houſe of Iſrael ; 
therefore hear the Word at my Mouth and give them 
Warning from me: When I ſay to the Wicked, Thou ſhalt 
ſurely che; and thou giveſt him not Warning, nor ſpeak- 
ef to warn the Wicked from his Evil Way TO SAVE 
HIS LIFE; the ſame wicked Man ſhall dye in his 
Iniguity, but HIS BLOODWILL I REQUIRE 
AT THINE HAND». And with apparent Rea- 
lon may the Centine! be puniſhed, for the A 

whic 
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| which the Enemy makes, while inſtead of watching 

= he ſleeps. 
3h | We are elſewhere repreſented as Men of GOD», 
as Soldiers of Feſus Chriſt *, as made Overſeers, or 
Biſhops, by the Holy Ghoſt Y, as Under-Shepberds in Sub- 
ordination to Chrift, the great Shepherd and Biſbop of 
Souls * And ought not the Thought, gentle as it is, 
to awaken us to a diligent Inſpection over the Sheep 
he has committed to our Care ? Otherwiſe, we are 
but Images of Shepherds ;, as it is repreſented in thoſe 
lively and awful Words of Gop by Zechariah}, 
which methinks might ſtrike Terror and Tremb— 
ling into many, who in the Eye of the World 
may ſeem the happieſt of their Brethren : Moe 1 
the Idol Shepherd, that leaveth the Flock : The Sword of 
Divine Vengeance, which by his Negligence he 
has juſtly incurred, ſhall be upon his Arm, and upon his 
right Eye; upon that Eye, which ſhould have watch. 
ed over the Flock, and that Arm, which ſhould 
have been ſtretch*d out for its Reſcue ; ſo that he 
ſhall be deprived of thoſe Capacities he abuſed, 
and be made miſerable in Proportion to that Abuſe; 
for his Arm ſhall be clean dried up, and bis Right Hi 
fhall be utterly darkened. 

Such we know are the pathetick Vieus, which 
the Scripture gives us of our Office, and of the Cuil 
and Danger attending the Neglect. 


| 
ö 
| 


I might, if my Time would admit, farther urge 
the Views, with which we have ourſelves received it, 
and engaged in it, Moſt of us, when we under- 
took the Paſtoral Charge, ſolemnly recorded or 
Vows before Gop ; „ that we would endeavour, 
„with all Diligence and Zeal, to attend to the 
Services of this holy Function; that we would e 


« nſtant in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon b, and ay - 
. 66 d- 
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« diſcharge the Private, as well as Publick Duties of 
« the Miniſterial Life.“ Theſe Vows of GOD are upon 
us and every Ordination of any of our Brethren, at 
which we aſſiſt, adds a farther, and folemn Obli- 
oation to them. Let us therefore take the greateſt 
Care, that we do not deal deceitfully, and unfaith- 
fully, both with GOD, and Man. For it is moſt 
evident, that though the Neglect of Immortal Souls 
is very criminal in every rational Creature, it is moſt 
of all. ſo in us, who have fo deliberately, and fo 
publickly, undertaken the Charge of them, 
It would indeed, in this Caſe, not only be Cru- 


elty to them, but the baſeſt Treachery and Inęratitude 


io our great Lord, who has lodged ſuch @ Truſt in 
our Hands; 4 Truſt, which evidently lies fo near 
his Heart. Having redeemed his People with his 
own Blood ©, he commits them to our Care; and 
having acquired to himſelf the moſt tender Claim 
to our Love that can be imagined, he graciouſly 
requires this Evidence of it, that we ſhould feed 
bis Sheep, yea, his Lambs d; ſo putting our Office in 
the moſt amiable and gentle Yiew, and bringing in 


every Sentiment of grateful Friendſaip to excite our 


Diligence in it. 

However Ve may 8 it, I doubt not, but 
our bleſſed Redeemer conſiders it, as the greateſt Fa- 
wr, and Honour, he could have conferred upon 
us; that being returned to his Throne in the Hea- 


vens, he ſhould chbuſe us to negotiate his Cauſe and 
Intereſt on Earth, and ſhould conſign over to our 


immediate Care that Goſpel he brought down from 
Heaven, and thoſe Souls which he died to fave; and 
that he ſhould make it the delightful Labour of 
our Life, to follow him in his own Profeſſion and Em- 
Poyment, to be of all our Fellow-Creatures, his moſt 


immediate Repreſentatives, and, in humble Subordi- 
F 
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nation to him, Saviours of Men. Does not the very 
Mention of it cauſe our Hearts. to glow, with a 
fervent Deſire, and generous Ambition, of anſwering 
fo high a Confidence ? Could any one of us endure the 
Thought of betraying it ? 

How could we, in that Caſe, ft up our Faces be. 
fore him, when we ſhall, as we certainly muſt, ſee 
him Eye to Dee. Yes, my Brethren, let us every 
Hour recollect it; our Maſter will, &er long, cone, 
and reckon with us* : He will render to every Man ac- 
cording to his Works, as my Text expreſſes it in ex- 
act Harmony with the Language of the New Teþ 
tament s. And which of us would not then wiſh to 
appear before him, as thoſe: that have been faithfully 
attached to his Cauſe, and have diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by a Zeal for his Service ? Shall we then, any 
of us, repent of our Aivity in ſo good a Work? 
Shall we wiſh, that we had given more of our Time 
to the Purſuit of Secular Intereſt, or the Curigfittes 
of Literature, and leſs to the immediate Care of 
Souls? Oh, my Brethren, let us be wiſe in Time. We 
have but one Life to ſpend on Earth; and bal a 
very ſhort one too: Let us make our beſt of it; 
and lay it out in ſuch Kind of Employments, as we 
do verily believe will give us moſt Satisfaftion in the 
cloſmg Moments of it, and when Eternity is opening 
upon us. Tis eaſy to form plauſible Excuſes for a 
different Conduct: But our own Hearts and Conſci- 
ences would anſwer us, if we would ſeriouſly aſk 
them, what that Courſe of Life in the Miniſterial Of- 
fice is, which will then afford the moſt comfortable Re- 
view, and through the Riches of Divine Grace 10 
moſt pleaſmg Profpet?.—] ſhould now proceed, 


III. To the farther Application of theſe Things, 


in ſome Practical Inferentes from them : 1 
t 
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But what I have already ſaid, has been ſo copi- 


_ "ous, and fo practical, as not to leave Room to pur- 
ſue ſuch Inferences at large. ; 


You have all, I doubt not, prevented me, in 
reflecting on the Reaſon we have to humble our ſelves 
deeply in the Preſence of the bleſſed Gop, while we 
remember our Faults this Day h. I do not, indeed, 

at all queſtion, but that many of us have ſet before 
our People Life and Death * ;, and have, in our Publick 
Addreſſes, urged their Return to Gop, by the va- 
rious Conſiderations of Terror, and of Love, which 
the Thunders of Mount Sinai, and the Grace of Mount 
Zion, have taught us. We have, on great Occaſi- 
ons, ved them, and entered into ſome ſerious Di. 
courſe with them; and have often, and I would hope, 
more or leſs daily, borne them on our Hearts before 
Gop, in our Seaſons of devout Retirement. Bleſſed 
be Gop, that in theſe Inſtances, we have, in any 
Degree, approved ourſelves faithful! It muſt give us 
Pleaſure in the Review. But, Oh, why have not 
our Pravers been more frequently preſented, and 
more importunately enforced ? Why have we not 
been more ſerious, and more preſſing, in our Pri- 
vate Addreſſes to them, and more attentive in our 
Contrivances, if TI may ſo expreſs it, to catch them * 
in the Net of the Goſpel? Let us aſk our own Con- 
ſciences, this Day, as in the Preſence of Gop, If 
there be not Reaſon to apprehend, that ſome, who 
were once our Hearers, and it may be our dear Friends 
too, have periſhed through our Neglect; and are gone 
to Eternal Deſtruction, for Want of our more pru- 
dent, more affectionate, and more zealous Care for 
their Deliverance ? In theſe Inſtances, my Brethren, 
though it is dreadful to fay it, and to think it, yet 
it is moſt certain, that We have been, in part, acceſ 
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ſary to their Ruin; and have Reaſon to ſay, with 
trembling Hearts, and with weeping Eyes, Deliver 
us from Blood. guiltineſs, from the Blood of theſe 
unhappy Souls, h GOD, thou GOD of our Salva- 
tion' ! And we have Need, with all poſſible Earneſt. 
neſs, to renew our Application to the Blood and 
| Righteouſneſs of a Redeemer ;, not daring to mention 
any Services of our own, as Matter of Confidence in 
his Preſence z how highly ſoever others may have 
eſteemed them, who candidly look on the little we 
do, and perhaps make more charitable Excuſes for 
our Neglect, than we ourſelves can dare to urge before 
Gop. Let the Remembrance of theſe Things le 
for a Lamentation : And while they are ſo, 


Let us ſeriouſly conſider, what Methods are to be 


taken, 10 prevent ſuch Things for the Time to 
come, | 


They that have periſhed, have periſhed for ever, and 
are far beyond the Reach of our Labours, and our 
Prayers. But Multitudes to this Day ſurround us, 
who ſtand expoſed to the ſame Danger, and on the 
very Brink of the fame Ruin. And beſides theſe 
dying Sinners, who are the moſt compaſſionable Ob- 
jects, which the Eye of Man, or of GO D, beholds 
on this Earth of ours; how many /anguiſhing Chri- 
ſtians demand our Aſſiſtance ? or, if they do not 
expreſsly demand it, appear ſo much the more to 
need it ? Let us look round, my Brethren, I will not 
ſay, upon the Nation in general, but on the Churches 
under our immediate Care; and ſay, whether hz 
Face of them is ſuch, as becomes the Societies of 7b, 
whom ibe Son of GOD has redeemed with his own 
Blood; and of thoſe, that call themſelves the Diſci- 
ples, and Members, of a once crucified, and now glo- 
rified Feſus ? Is their whole Ti emper and Conduct formed 
5 | upon 
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upon the Model of his Goſpel ? Are they ſuch, as we 
would deſire to preſent them before the Preſence of his 
Glory ? What- is wanting, cannot be numbered; and, 

rhaps, we may be ready, too raſhly, to conclude, 
that what is crooked, cannot be made ſtraigbt m. Never- 
theleſs, let us remember, *tis our Duty to attempt 
it, as prudently, as immediately, and as reſolutely 
as we can, Many admirable Advices for that Pur- 
poſe our Fathers and Brethren have given us ; yr 
cularly Dr. Watts, in the Firſt Part of his Humble 

Attempt for the Revival of Religion, and Mr. Some, 
in his Sermon on the ſame Subject: Excellent Treatiſes, 
which reduced into Practice would ſoon produce 
the nobleſt Effects, 

That thoſe important Inſl7u#:oms may be revived, 
and accommodated to preſent Circumſtances, with 
ſuch Additions as thoſe Circumſtances require, we 
are, this Day, having united our Prayers, to unite 
our Counſels, I will not anticipate what I have to 
offer to your Conſideration in the more private Con- 
ference, on which we are quickly to enter. To form 
proper Meaſures, will be comparatively eaſy : To 
carry them ſtrenuouſly into Execution, will be the 
great Exerciſe of our Wiſdom and Piety : May 
* 1 Grace be given to animate us, and 
to diſpoſe them that are committed to our Care, to fall 
in with us in all our Attempts, for the Honour of 
Gop, and for their Edification and Comfort! 

We ſhall eſteem it, my Friends, a very happy 
Omen, if your Hearts be with ours on this Occaſion 
and if you help forward ſo good, and fo neceſſary 
a Deſign, by your Prayers to Gop for us. If you are 


ſincere and affectionate in them, we may humbly ' 


hope, that He, of «whom wwe ast Wiſdom, will graci- 
ouſly impart it to us; and may aſſure ourſelves, that 
you will not only bear with us in the plaineſt Ad- 
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x dreſſes to you, which Fidelity may oblige us to make; 
1 but will add all the Weight of your Countenance and 
l Intereſt, to ſupport us in our Applications to others, 
| 


whether publick or private. And I have a chearful 
Confidence, that all will not be in vain ; but that He, 
who thus powerfully awakens our Minds, will ſo 
ſucceed our Lavours, that many, whom we find under 
a Sentence of Condemnation, and ready to perify by it, 
| will receive the Forgiveneſs of their Sins; will be re- 
| covered to a Spiritual and Divine Life ; and, as the 
| happy Conſequence of ali, will at length be fu 
| 

| 


ed with us, and with you, in the Regions of Eyer- 
laſting Security and Glory, Amen! 
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Pag. 5. lin. 30. back again dele again Pag. 17. Lin. 
15. F. Hours; Pag. 27. Lin. 10. after Obligations dele; 
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